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Pasha, the Ghazi (Conqueror). On September 14, there
was the disastrous Smyrna fire in which the Armenian
and Greek quarters suffered the most. Except for the
Turkish quarter apd the waterfront, little remains of that
fascinating city.1
* Due to the great military successes of the Nationalists,
the sudden change in Turkish affairs created an entirely
new situation for the Allies. On September 16, Mr. Lloyd
George made his famous appeal to the British dominions
for military action against the Turks. He also called on
the Little Entente for assistance. Major General Sir
F. Maurice, who was in Constantinople at the time, wrote
in the Contemporary Review (November, 1922): "Never
has any government in such a situation made a more
mischievous pronouncement." The British General
stated that not only was the sanctity of the freedom of
the Straits or an appeal based on the British graves at
Gallipoli mere humbug, but in fact the "freedom of the
Straits" had been admitted "never to have been the
cause of war." Likewise, The Near East (October 26)
commented that the facts were established that: (1) the
freedom of the Straits was not in jeopardy from the
1In spite of my endeavors to find out the original culprits, my results
are negative. According to responsible British and French officials, the
blame is to be placed either on the shoulders of the Armenians or the Greeks
(it is not an unusual occurrence for distressed people to go to any extremity
to secure outside sympathy). There is testimony on the part of other well
informed persons that the Turks were responsible. Suffice to say, Mustafa
Kemal Pasha's orders were for his troops to refrain from all excesses, a
most difficult order to be carried out under such circumstances; and that
there would seem to be more reason for the TurksJ preference to have their
reconquered city intact rather than otherwise. The files of Current History
are most useful for evidence by various nationalities. The writer places
great importance on a letter from Eev. Edward C» Moore, president of the
American Board of Commissioners for Poreign Missions, that the testimony
as to the guilty race is so absolutely conflicting as to make impossible any
definite conclusion. The wearing of the fez, it should be added, is an
indication of nationality rather than race; when the Turkish f orees reached
Smyrna^ most natives had donned the fez. It is well known that when the
Hellenic troops landed in Smyrna in May, 1919, they attacked in their
ignorance all wearers of the fez, including many of their racial kinsmen.

